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remain. I asked if there were not others among us as
objectionable and more harmful. McCulloch said he could
not believe Seward was faithless, that he fully agreed with
him whenever they had conversed. I admitted the same as
regarded Seward and myself, still there were some things
I could not reconcile. He is not treacherous to the Pre-
sident, but is under the influence of Stanton and acts with
him. His intimates, as well as Stanton's, in Congress,
voted steadily with the Radicals; his speech at Auburn was
a whistle for the Republicans to keep united and repelled
Democrats. The President was reluctant to give up
Seward, whose equivocal course is characteristic, but evi-
dently had some doubts as to his sincerity and ulterior
purpose. He suggested that Seward should be called in to
a conference and come to an explicit understanding. This
we all concurred in, though I remarked we should have fair
words and no decisive action. But it was left to the Pre-
sident to invite a meeting.

June 11, Monday. Went to-day to Annapolis and exam-
ined the school and premises. Midshipmen had just com-
pleted the annual examination and were feeling merry
and well. Jenkins and Commodore Radford accompanied
me.

June 12, Tuesday. Not much of importance before the
Cabinet. Some little attempt to converse on general sub-
jects. Seward, McCulloch, and myself were first there, and
allusion was made to our getting together and coming to an
understanding on the true condition of affairs. Seward
looked a little sharp, I thought, at me, and said he had no
objection, but he knew not that any good would come of it.
He said he was preparing a paper which would bring all
things right, but was not yet quite ready. To what he
alludes I know not and cannot yet conjecture, but I have
little faith in it as assuring any useful purpose for the
Administration or the country.